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4 worthy Anceſtors in that ee 1620. 
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4 Ost of the eater came forth meat, and out of the ſtrong 
came forth ſweetneſs, Samson's Ribbis- | 
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AT a Meetin g of the Town of Plymouth, 
legally aſſembled and held at the Court 
Houſe in Plymouth, April 7, A. D. 1777. 


Voted, That Iſaac Lothrop, Eſq; 
Deacon Wiliam Crombie, and 

; Mr. Andrew Crofwell, jun. 
Be, and they are hereby appointed a 
Committee to wait on the Rey. Sylvanus 
Conant, with the Thanks of this Town, 
for his ingenious Sermon delivered here on 
the laſt Anniverſary of the Landing of our 
Fathers in this Town, and requeſt a Copy 
thereof that it may be printed. 

„„ 

En. Shoots, Town- Clerk. 
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But the more they afflicted them, the mort 


| they multiplied and grew. 


wil HE laudable Inflitution, made by the 
worthy Inhabitants of r Town, 
Working pro- 


for celebrating the wondef- 


vidence of God in favour of its fiat /ettlers when 


few in number and weak in ſtrength, demands 
our ſerious attention, and the approbatian of all 
who ſay in their hearts let the Lord be magnified. 


Many were we afflitions, and as many the 
favourable interpoſitions of Providence, Kis 
rienced by our Anceſlors from the time of their 
firſt eſſays to quit their native land, till they ar- 
rived and ſettled in this. A proper recollection 
of theſe things, hath a happy tendency to impreſs 
our minds with a becoming Senſe of Gop and 


the goodneſs of Providence to his ſuffering people. 


0 ir up our minds by way of remembrance, 
a great many things have been well ſaid upon the 
oecaſion by my worthy Brethren who have gone 


before me, The 


6 


The maſt noted hi/torical facts, relative to the 
coming over of our fore-fathers. have been named 
in the firſt public Sermon on this occaſion, from 
Pſalm Ixxviii..5, 6, 7. Alſo their ſmallneſs in num- 
bers, ſtrength and wealth, and the duty of not 
deſpiſing the day of ſmall things, in another Ser- 
mon, from Zech. iv. 10. The general nature of 
that freedom, civil and religious, to which we 
have all an equal right. the embarraſſments that 
tyranny and oppreſſion throw in the way of the 
exerciſe of ſuch freedom, and the duty of a peo- 
le to re-aſſume it, if poſſible, when it is wreſteg 
Fm them, in another, from Gen. i. 31, and P/. 
cxix. 134. And laſtly, a repreſentation of the heroic 
Faith of Abraham exemplified, in ſome meaſure, 
by our plous fore-fathers, in a fourth Sermon, 
from Heb. xi. 8. Theſe things have been ſet 
before you already ; and what ſhall we ſay more? 


Time would fail us, to give you a full narrative 
of the viciſſitudes that they and theirs paſſed 
thro'—the ſuffering they underwent—the chriſ- 
tian courage, patience, faith and fortitude they 
maintained, and their final ſucceſs, growth and 
increaſe, notwithſtanding the trials and perfecu- 
tions that befell them 1 the deſpotic reigns 
,of the four Kings of the Stuart Houſe. CORY 


Methinks it may be faid of theſe firſt emigrants 
and their ſucceſſors, as was ſaid of the Ifraclites 
in the text, the more they (their adverſaries) 4/5 
flicted them, Are they (the ſufferers) multi- 
plied and greu grew in the chriſtian graces and 
virtues; and at length, in numbers, wealth and 


ſtrength, fo that finally (the oppreſſive pare 


taken 
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taken againſt them notwithſtanding) they roſs F 
from ſmall beginnings to become a numerous and 


flouriſhing people. 7 


It is a truth worthy . and let it be FA | 
general obſervation from the text, that, V hen Gop 
deſigns the growth and mcreaſe of a. people, even 
the ierten, they meet with ſhall be ouer- ruled 

to fromote the ſame. So it hath been, and ſo it 
will be; and nothing under heaven ſhall be able 
to prevent . | 


If the Lord is determined that a people ſhall 
grow and multiply, either in the natural, civil, or 
religious way; no tribulation, or perſecution, or 
any kind of afflition from their adverſaties ſhall 


diſappoint him of his purpoſe. Surely there is us 
- enchantment againſt Jacob, neither is theresany 


* againſt Jrach* 


W e are ſenſible that Miction is a general term 
"i ſignĩ fieth trouble, diſtreſs and adverſity, ariſ- 
ing either from cruel oppreſſion and perſecution, 
or from wiſe correction and juſt puniſhment ;*for 
tho' there is a wide difference between oppreſſion, 
and proper correction, as the one is always wrong, 
and the other always right, yet they are both 
afflictive i the party oppreſſed, or corrected. 


The natural tendency of affliction, is, to waſte, 
diminiſh and deſtroy "ha afflicted; and this will 
be the iſſue, in caſe the affliction riſes and conti- 
- nues, unleſs the providence of Gop prevents it. 

- This might eaſily be demonſtrated by a courſe 6f 
plain reaſoning;' but this method to prove the de- 
ſtructive 


2 Numbers i 231 


are afflicted 


5 (8) 
ſtructive tendency of affliction is needleſs, becauſe 
we have „ inſtances of the fact in the conti- 
nual decreaſe of the abuſed Africans in the Weſt- 
India Iſlands. Their afflictions and bondage are ſo 
many and great, that inſtead of multiplyin ml 
growing, it is quite the reverſe, they diminilh ant 
periſh fo faſt under the cruel hand of oppreſſion, 
that the proprietors or planters are obliged to ſend 
for new recruits of many thouſands every few years 
to keep their numbers good and their lucrative 
buſineſs going on. The inhumanity, cruelty and 
wickedneſs of the practice is a great deal blacke 
than the miſerable creatures themſelves. 


But however true it is, that affliction is ruinous 
In its natural tendency, yct thro' the merciful in- 
terpoſition of Gop it takes a nc direction, and, 

in regard to its effects, it becomes good and ſalu- 
tary both to individuals and communities. Under 
the influence of God, the fruit of affliction is the 
taking away of ſin, the reformation of manners, 
and the enlargement and ſalvation of a people. 
This may be called the providential tendency of 
affliction, and this is the way that good is brought 
out of evil. h ; 
Whenever we are afflicted, either by the hand 
of God or man, it is generally ſuppoſed that we 
have offended and merit the rod. This is always 
true when the Almighty afflicts us, and, with the 
ſtricteſt propriety, we may adopt the oonfeſſion of 
Nehemiah, thou haſt done right, hut we have done 
_ wickedly. But this is not always true when we 
by the hands of men; i. e. we do 
not always deſerve it of them. They e 
| __ oithgp 


633 | 
either through ignorance or ill will, make an un- 
juſt judgment, anda wrong application; and hence 
they puniſh the innocent, of cauſe the guilty to be 
puniſhed beyond the demerit of his offence. In 
both caſes (unavoidable ignorance excepted) they 

are chargeable with injuſtice and oppreſſion, 


We know that an be it moral or politi- 


dil, is nor the proper ſubject of penalty; and that 


he who offends only in one degree is not the pro- 
per ſubje& of ten, or of two degrees of puniſh- 
ment. Hence, they who knowingly miniſter a 
ſtripe where none is due, or two ſtripes where, bur 
dne is due (be they Parents, Maſters or Magiſtrates 
that do it, either againſt an individual or againſt a 
community) they act the part of appreſſors and 
tyrants, and may juſtly expect to hear from the 
Almighty that ſevere reptimand, what mean ge 
that ye beat my people. to pieces, and grand the 
Faces of the poor. \ 

When a Child, that is grown. to the ſtate of 
manhood arid ſelf-government, and is ſet at liberty 
by the laws of Gop and man, to regulate and 
take care of himſelf, hath, by his induſtry, pro- 
vided for his own ſubſiſtence, how baſe and 
wicked is it for his Parents to ſeize the fruit of 
his labor—to demand the ſurrender of his perſon 
and property to theit arbitrary diſpoſal, and make 
His refulal fuch a capital offence as to purſue him 
with vengeance? A proceeding ſimilar to this, 
either in a family or civil ſtate, is nothing ſhore 
of high- handed oppreſſion and crvelty ; and for 
Faren or magiſtrates to plead any human hw 
455 3 N 
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whatſoever in vindication of ſuch practice, does 
no more exculpate them than it did the mur- 
derous witneſſes againſt our Savieur to plead and 
ſay, we have a law, and by our lau he.ought 
to die.“ 1 1 


Any law or inſtitution contrary to the law of 
Gop, or againſt the good obs the people, is a law 
that eſtabliſheth iniquity ; and the execution of it 
produceth an affliction ſo painful and, grievous 
that it cannot and ought not to be borne without 
reſiſtance, or making ſome eſſay for deliverance, 
agretably to the principle of ſelf-· defence. 
„% AA „„ 


Afflictions of any kind that are pungent, do 
lay the afflicted under neceſſity of ſtruggling, in 
order to extricate themſelves. If it be a profli- 
gate ſinner, whoſe confcience is affficted with a 
ſenſe of his ſin, guilt, and danger of the wrath 
to come, his enquiry will be, what ſhall J do to 

be ſaved ? If a chriſtian or a chriſtian church 
be afflicted with a ſenſe of apoſtacy and of the 
divine correction, their CTY exertion. will 
be to repent, reform, and be reftored to the peace 
and love of Goup. If it be a civil community, 
afflicted with public oppreſſion—with a ſenſe of 
the loſs, or the danger of loſing their natural or 
ſtipulated rights, it preſently moves them to ſeek, 
deviſe and and proſecute ways and means of 
freedom and ſafety; a kind of neceſſity is laid 
upon them ſo to do. Ia this caſe the old pro- 
verb is verified, Neceſſity 1s the mother of inven- 
tian; ſhe is a fruitful mother, and the neceſſitous 


John xix. 7. | 7 —_ 
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aud afflicted Bud themſelves preſr d and Conſirain- 


ed to exert "their wiſdom, Feine and all their 
inventive powers for their ſalvation. 2 
Now, when the providence of Gov directs and 
aſſiſts the awakened genius of ſuch an afflicted 
people; they are often led to ſeach out and make 


_ diſcovery of thoſe means and ways of defence and 


relief, which otherwiſe they neither would have 
attempted; or even thought of; however, the 
iſſue of theſe efforts hath often been the deli- 
verance and enlargement of a people. And this 
is what we obſerve, that, the ſame afflictions and 
oppteſſions which naturally tend to ruin, lay waſte 


and deſtroy a body of people, are nevertheleſs, 


under Gop's directing influence, the means and 
occaſion of their rifing to a free and flouriſting 
WWW aan v5 RET 0g 
48A" $4 p< «A IW 
Civil communities, as well as chriſtians, and 
chriſtian churches, have experienced the truth of 
what is here aſſerted, and to confirm- the ſame, 
appeals may be made to ſacred and prophane 


hiſtory, from both of which the point will be 


Z lilucidated. 


The gtowih and increaſe of the Iſaclites,, un- 
der the afflictions, ſlavery and bondage of Egypt, 
is to the purpoſe. Their, adverſaries (deaf to the 


7 demang of Gop, let my. people go, that they may. 


erve me ; and deaf to the cries and petitions of the 
afflicted) racked their invention to find out ways 
and means to waſte, diſhearten and deſtroy them. 
To this end ſpake the Egyptian Monarch to his 
noble Lords, ſaying, come on, let us deal wiſely 


* 


the time of their exodus drew nearer, the wei 
and anguiſh of their afflictions increaſed, ſo that 
their livec were made bitter with hard” 
But the providence of Gop:being favourable to- 
ward them, they multiplied: and grew (hotwith- 


0 1 ) 


with. them, left they muliph—and ht agaanſt ug, 
and get them up out of the land. This wiſe cop: 


ſultation iſſued in many ſevere projects, ſuch as, 


appointing oyer them taſk · maſters making che 


ſerve with, rigour drawing the 2 of their 


bo ge tighter—taking awa ſtraw, 2 

demanding the full tale of Nele 22 
them in caſe of default; nor was this all, 
edifts of death were made out and ſent to the 
mid wives to put in execution, one was, to kill che 
male children with their own hands as ſoon, as 


they were born, the other, to caſt them into the 
miver; this was. a blow at the root. How 


ever, 
the Midwives. /eared GOD-—diſobeyed the king, 


and ſaved the children alivea nor was, this diſo- 


"La, 


conduct was ſo highly approved of him, "ns | 
is ſaid, he made them houſes, i. e. gave them > 


riſhing families. It may alſo be obſerved, that as 
b 


t. 


ſanding the oppreſſions and miſeries they: were 


under, during. the latter part of their reſidence in 


Fgype} fo that in about 220 years, there ſprang, 


from 70 fouls, the vaſt number of 600,000 fight- 
| 185 men, which, according to common 1 ho 


ofeth the whole number of fouls chat 
pt, not t leſs: cl chan three millions. W 


D of 


Ooltagini) dn, 2 as Rlered; foppliss's 
vnd ee Mowing that dhe en Th 
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ſions of a 7 derer e by the. Slg 
Bede en s ob, ta bring on 1 promote, t 


edom and en argement. inftapers, way 
fulios to ſer this matter in & clear light. 


. The early, and levers ig thy» 
* — and the figal. the tx of the 2 5 
be uced i 10 5 the point. ed 1 


genturies aer e were. oppreticd 2 0 
a by. ſome, or of their impeti 
ours, or-theig own lord] e + ll as BEA 
tired and worn out -wit gauling yoke 
ſlayery and oppreſſion, three Cantons only, * 
of the thirteen that compoſed thoſe States, began 
ta make reſiſtance, and ſtand for their rights.“ 
They having fought ſame great battles. t wich re» 
e ſucceſa, the other Cantons began ta fall 
in, till at length the whole thirteen were combined 
together in the fame. cauſe.; and after a mighty 
Aruggle of 20 years continuance, they'ob- 
tained reſt and ſaſety in the peaceable enjoyment 
of their: liberties: 2 properties, mul tiplying and 
growing in numbers and allies; and hare lived in 
quiet for the ſpace of four centuries 28 18 


—— the perſecutior 
bloady. wars and Eng: of "ts fre 
Dutch P 


laſted | 48 years; as 11 ther Pan 40 — 
extraordinary <a in weak _ * 


* This was 
* Particula l the Ska who came — them 
with av Sky Wn 0 N Arch-Duke of Auſtria at 


Weit bead. 


creaſe, which com 


ol them a few years before the firſt fettlers came. 4. 


( 14 2 
from weakneſs, A 75 Ner- you are 


not d quainted th. | et us nom turn 8 7 
thoughts ho ewa ente 


4 U nen 24 
Naw.-Exe LAND 's > ern growth andy Mer 
ed here, and as it werg 
oceeded from bie plate, under and after th 
durance of 2 8 afford no ſma 
evidence in the viz. that afflitions; 
under the mercifat? ection or Gov, are falutary 
iind Terye to promoty"rhe ov « of the afflicted. 


T1708 
Ft Gebe knowethiall thiügs, forbfeeing the 
aflifions that his :ſervants (the-firſt ſettlers here) 
would endure for his: name; and determining ta 
bring them, and with ahum the Goſpel and privi. 
leone it eo: this landʒ madd ch and effectual 
proviſion for the ſama. This he :Yid by a ſeries 
of noted providences. For inſtaneæ, by cauſing 
America tobe explored, as it was by Columbus f. 
the year 149. By diſpoſing and directing 
ald, an Engliſhman, to make mare particular 
diſcoveries of this part of it in 160, lance called 
Neu- England. By ſending) a terrible plaguę 
among the natives here, that wept off multitudes 


And by diſpoſing Tome gentlemen at home to fa; 
vour their cauſe and afford them 'affiſtance, after. 
they had concluded to make their retreat this way. 
In Were and the like ways, Gop as ic were fearched 


28 22 


fa # £23334 - 45 . 3 121 ; ' out 
"MW $0 called from Amerieus Veſpuciui, a Ah - 
+ Or Colon, his proper name, a Genoeſe, who was inſpired with 
an uncommon a. for ſearching out this new world as it was 
at firſt called: Further diſcoveries of bich, a few years after, 
were made by Sebaſtian Cabot, a V enetias employed by 
"Henry VII. King of England. 


$ As though it had been with 264 to make them room. 
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( 3s ) 5 
Gut and prepared a place in this wilderneſs * fot 
the flight of his little perſecuted flocx. 


It muff be · noted that the civil and eccleſiaſtical 
powers of England at this time, were againſt them, 
on account of their e principles. As fot 
King James the I. f his principles laid a foun- 
dation for the perſecuting meaſures that he (and 
his ſucceſſors) afterward purſued. His political 
principles were defpotic, and his religious ones 
were a motly mixture“ of popery and preſbytery, 
which, with violence, he endeavored to make his 
ſubjects ſwallow. F To this purpoſe, he (with 
the high-rempered Biſhops) propoſed, and vehe- 
mently urged a ubſcription to the books of prayer, 
and all the articles and ceremonies of the church 
of England, d threatning the delinquents with 
ſevere puniſhment. This affair of ſubſcription, 
tho' it was mainly intended to perplex or ſet aſide 
diſſenting miniſters, yet reached and wounded all 
good chriſtians in their communion. As for the 
doctrinal part of the articles of the church, the 
diſſenters approved of it; this their adverſaries 
were apprized of, and therefore they culled. out 
ſome diſciplinary articles of meer human invention, 
and offered them as a teſt to be ſubſcribed. - The 
* Alluding to Rev. xii. 6. and the woman flex into the wilder- 
neſt where ſhe hath a place prepared of Gon; ve may view 
. . .the flight of our pious fore-fathers from their adverſaries at 
buome, unto this then waſte howling wilderneſs as a particular 
event comprehended in the fulfilment of this paſſage of ſcripture. 
One of England's four ſcourges, or four kiags from the north, 
and the firſt monarch of England that took to himſelf the title 
of ſacred majeſty. he $4 . 
As Oranvill in his hiſtory of the wars of England tells us. 
$ Firſt ſet on foot in Queen Elizabeth's-reign, and now fevived 
with great ſpirit and a pointed deſign againſt the diſſemingelergy- 


„ 
fan of the articles excepted againſt and rejected 
by the diſſenters is 2 in che following 
ones. 1. They (i. e. the miniſters) muſt be ,re- 
ordained, if not epiſcopally ordained before. 
a. They moſt declate their unfeigned aſſent and 
confent to all and every thing contained and pre- 
ſerlbed in and by the book of common prayers; 
and adminiſtration of ſacraments, arid other rites 


and © ceremonies of the chutch of England. 


3. They muſt take the oath of canonical obedience. 
4. They mult abjure the taking of arms upon any 
ptetetice whatever againſt the king, or any com- 
miſſioned by him.“ Theſe grievous burdens lay 
principally upon the conſcience, and were ſuch as 
our divine Maſter never impoſed upon his diſciples; 
It was a bold affault upon the facred right of reli- 
fiene libetty ; however, they muſt comply of 


In conſequence of not ſubſcribing or conſenting 
to theſe or the like articles, tho' otherwife good 
and peaceable ſubjects, they were charged with 
obſtinacy; rebellion, hereſy, diſobedience to au- 
thority, and undermining government, yea, and 
were watched with a ſevete eye, and purſued with 
a violent hand, to the deſtruction ef their peace 
berty and property. 

Their firſt flight from theſe oppreſſors was to 
Holland, and in about eleven years after, many of 
them took their departure from Europe for this 
country.+ Their departure was attended with very 
great difficulties, Jofſes and diſtreſſes. The ac- 
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| (#7 ) 
tounts given by Governor Bradford * and others, 
of their trials, hardſhips and ſufferings, are very 
affecting; and all this, not for their evil doings, 
but for not ſubmitting to unſcriptural and arbi- 
trary impoſitions. Hence it is no exceſs of charity 
to- conclude that =T ſuffered for righteouſneſs 
Jake, for at the hazar of their lives and fortunes 
they choſe to obey Gop rather than man. 


After they had taken their final departure from 
Europe - croſſed the atlantic, and landed on this 
ſhore, they had a great many evils to combat. 
They were diſtreſſed on every ſide, and a gloomy 
Prien opened to view. The ocean behind them, 
a wilderneſs before them, and the ſeverities of 
winter ſwiftly approaching. They were ſoon 
viſited with cold, hunger and ſiekneſs, which ſwept 
off nearly one half their number, among whom 
were ſome of their leading and beſt men. In this 
feeble ſtate they were often alarmed and aſſaulted 
by the Savages of the wilderneſs, and had no where 


to look for protection but to the Gop of heaven. 


One might reaſonably think that the diſtreſſes of 
this afflicted people would excite the compaſſion 
of their adverſaries, eſpecially ſince they were rid 
of their company; but it was quite the reverſe. 
Their enemies purſued them without mercy, and 
endeavoured; to rob them of their privileges in 
this, as they had done in their native land, 
Archbiſhop Laud, one of their greateſt enemies, 
having obtained 1 falſe reports againſt — 

| | oun 


7 As mentioned in Mr. Prince's . and in the Appen - 
dixto Mr. Hutchinſon's hiftory of Maſſachuſerts-Bay. 


618) 
found means to procure a high commiſſion from 
Charles I., for himſelf, in conjunction with ſeve- 
ral others in high office and of his own ſpirit, 
whereby they were impowered to revoke all char- 
ters, letters patents and reſcripts royal, before 
granted by the crown to the feveral colomes and 
plantations, and to make ſuch laws and conſtitutions 
as to them ſhould ſeem meet.* The execution of 
this commiſſion was, nowcver, prevented by the 
interpoſition of ſome gentlenien' of influence in 
England, and the indefatigable labors of Mr. 
Edward Winſlow, then agent for the country, 
who, for his noble exertions, ſuffered three or 


A 


four months impriſonment. 


It muſt be owned; with gratitude to Provi- 
dence, that this afflicted people had ſome friends 
remaining in their native land; and no doubt we 
have too, the violence of the public meaſures taken 
againſt us notwithſtanding; but the governing 
part was unfriendly to them; and to a. very high 
degree they are ſo to us their poſterity, as appears 
from their readineſs to hear and credit the falſe 
reports of our enemies—enaRing ſuch reſtraining - 
laws. as go beyond the limits of the conſtitution 
appointing governors and other officers unfavour- 
able to the natural and ſtipulated rights of the peo- 
ple—vacating charters without any adequate of- 
fence—pulling down the hedges that royal autho- 
rity once ſet up for our defence, and hereby open- 
ing a way for what we now ſee and feel, namely, 
enormous fleets and armies, with 9— 
. u 
» See the Appendix to Mr. Robbjns's Sermon at the ordination 
n,, 79507754 oo #690 
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full purpoſe to diſtreſs, deſtroy or enſlave us. 
Theſe things conſidered,” and the unſucceſs they 
have hitherto met with, gives New-England occa- 
fion to adapt the language of Iſrael in P/alm 
cxxix. 2. Many a time have they affiifted me from 
my youth, yet have they not prevailed againſt me.” 


Let us now turn our thoughts to a more light- 
ſome. ſcene, and briefly view the growth and in- 
creaſe of this afflicted people under the numerous 
trials they meet with,.,..GoD, minding to bring 
them from Europe and ſettle them in this country; 
55 the appointed time, took them on the wings of 

is proyidence * and wafted them over here. He 
ſet their feet upon a rock, and eſtabliſhed them fo 
firmly that none of the powers or machinations 
formed againſt them have been able to pluek theni 
up; but the more they aiſlicted them. the more they 
multiplied and grew. As is ſaid of the ruſh and 
the flag that flouriſh in mire and water, ſo ĩt may 
be ſaid, of them in many reſpects; they grew in 
bY: mire of foul oppreſſion, and in the waters of 
deep affliction; and have ſent out their roots and. 

branches far and wide. Particularly, * 
They grew under thelr afflitions, in the, chriſc, 
tian graces and virtues of patience, ſubmiſſion, cha- 
rity, courage and true fortitude, pray ing alſo with, 
all manper of prayer, ſupplication and iprerceſſion 
with thankſgiving; and, the: more, they, were af. 
flied the more "they! abounded' in praying and. 
humbling themſelves before Gop ; nor were they 
unſucceſsful in their addreſſes unto him. 
Is allufioa to Deuf. xxxii. 17. 4. an eagle—fluttereth over. 

her young, ſpreadeth abroad her wings, taketh them, bearecth 
them en her wings ; ſo the Lord alone did lead them, &c. 


* 
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© Several churches, in the ſpace of a ſew yeart, 
forang from this. And, their faith, charity and 


hopeful proſpe&s reſounding to England, many of 
the good people there, moved by the ſpirit of Gon, 
and the deſire of chriſtian liberty, came over to 
this land in great numbers à few years after. 


In the year 1628 the ſettlement of Maſſachu- 
ſetts colony began, where, in about twenty four 
years, no leſs than twenty two churches were ga- 


_ thered and ſettled with paſtors. And in the whole 


of New-England, at this period of time, the num- 
ber of churches. amounted to forty three. This 


vas their religious and eccleſiaſtical growth. 


oy About the year. 1643; emigrations from abroad 


were ſo nearly at an end, that it is ſuppoſed, as 


many or more went from us than came to us. At 
this date of time, the number of ſouls in this; and 
the ſiſter colonies of New - England were computed 
to be teen thonſand. And in the ſpace of dige 
years after, which brings us to 1652, they roſe to 


ing to the,. public cenſus taken in 1955, the num- 
ber amounted to four hundred thirty fox thouſand 


nine hundred and thirty fix ſouls. Add twenty, 


one years to the above date, which brings us to 
the preſent time, and upon a moderate computa: 
tion we ſhall fall but little if any ſhort: of. eight 
hundred thouſand, which ſuppoſeth nat leſo than 
one Hundred thouſand fighting men. 
8 5 i inn bee n nt Ibis, 
. 5 We: Lade tells us in his Viſtory of the ſettlement of 
'* TMaſtachuſetts Colon entitled #; nder-working Providence 
of Ziv tinge” Pong that reve. "Rogen 
TR ' ww aft. ' * 1 vv . 

Noe L. van 


, 
f 


.” This rapid increaſs; through the good Hund uf 
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our Gop upon us, began and proceeded under a 
multiformity of afffictions aid oppfeffibfis, both 
from out natural and unnatural effem leg. And 
may we not truly fay, that, under Gop, this ſur- 
priſing growth took its riſe from rhe virtue, .cou- 
rage and ſueceſs of the firſt idventurert who ſettled 
in this place? If this is the'caſe, as we may rea- 
ſonably think it is, with What holy "admiration 
and gratirode, may we fappsſs; the perfe ed ſpirits 
of Gur pious anceſtors now in  Helvers, to Took 
down and behold the increafe of the Redeemer's 
kingdom, and the flouriſhing'of” this country, as 
owing, in a great me nuf to theit own in all 


5 . s# 
beginnings. E 
g S' 1 85 bun i 4 Ron uss 2% 


4 Ic is probable the biber Ergliſi colonies (ich, 
with theſs of New · England, do now oompꝭſe the 


united States of America) multiplied and grew iti 


proportion as theſe have done. If fo, , hive 
good reaſbn to ſuppoſ che whole numbes of ſouls 
in theſe united States to be got leſs; but rather 
more chan three. millimr. How! amazingly hath 
this country multiplied ant grew in the (pace of 
1.56 george oi) bars no Dolls (OV ag Dll e 


„ ie grin 


a Fenn 05 5 1 Lb.” 
- - Indeed, n a ich cloud oh darkneſs, 


at preſent, but not in «deſpair of light ſining upon 


us, by and by, with increaſing : luſtre Our hea- 


venly Fathet, provoked with out numerous and 


Bences, hath, viſited us withithe ſore 


and terrible judgment of wart from a quarter we 


little expected twenty years ago, He hath fuf- 


fered Great Britain, once our friends, to become 
5 our 


Is 
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and Makel war upon us without aby fuf- 
bat, we, know of, unleſs it be their 
rhitant., pride: and avarice. What more 
155 11 realomgbly; 2 > Mane of us r _ 
to haye ) They. hag.the regulation and bener 

fir, of b of. the whole country their mo- 
narch had . ne upon all our laws; and, up- 
on copſtitutio requiſitipn, our lives and fortunes 
were fs voted ita; bis Aenne zue ſupport. What 
El uld his. parliament have more, unleſs it 
were the aloe unconditional juriſdi&ion of our 
properties, lib Frag 22 lives? The ſurrender of 
tle yh What. th Yo demand, and. becauſe we think 
Unken nable de mand ye are, extremely un- 
with ing to comply with it; nor do we, nor ſhall 
we, if we can poſlibly help it. And what is the 
conſequancad/ouhy;i Aby Bale 'a general deſcent 
upon ut With their m ighry power, and in the ter- 
rible r of War and (engeance, te bring us ar 
their feet of Nay a us with. death. The ſword in 
theirs», the hand thitipetmits it is GOD's We 
adoze, and bow ſubmiſſion to the perſoct rightes 
duſneſs of the latter, but the former we think to 
de ynrightgous: altogether. We on ourſelves 
ele ed and diſtreſſed on every ſide, but not yet 
pair, Still we hope in qur fore- fathers Gop, 
ac aides us a great deal of encouragement and 


oceaſion both ftõm his. word ind ASIA 1 | 


ta do. Hithertu the Lord hath” helped ur— 
ide midſt Of wrath he hath-remeniberel, pt! 
and ſhould we not acknowtedpe it with gracttnde, 


it, would:be an addition to all the other e crimes 


we are e Sets 3 
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11: 20 * 7118 122 > 3 
»# bs „ % * 
* 465 - «gl 4. * N + N 
6 © 


1119 


— T0 * 4 
. A. 


tus 


Flow plain to be ſeen is the merciful ipflietice 
of Providence in breathing à general fpnitof union 
into, and through the thirteen colonies—in lead- 
ing their councils and determinations into ſo wiſe 
a direction as they have taken—in diſpoſing and 
inclining the whole collective body to unite, agaln 
and again, in humbling themſelves before Gop 
and making confeſſions, prayers and ſupplications 
unto him; as alſo enabling mn under all the 
inexperience and diſadvantages they labout, to 
make ſo noble, reſolute and ſucceſsful-a Rand as 
hitherto they, have done, againſt the united powers 
of Great Britain, aided by many thouſands. of 
foreign mercenaries. Theſe things conſideted, to- 
. gether with the juſtice, of our cauſe, we are con- 
ſtrained to think, unworthy as we are, that the 
providence of Gop is favourable to our cauſe 
and country. | 13 | 


Let all Europe, and the whole world turn their 
eyes this way, and behold, and wonder to ſee theſe 
young American colonies ſet on fire at both ends 
and in the middle, and not conſumed. Not unto 
us or an arm of fleſh, but to the power and good- 
neſs of almighty Gop the praiſe belongs that we 
are thus far ſuſtained in the fire of a flaming war, 
We are not only ſuſtained,” but in ſome reſpects, 
we grow and increaſe in the things that belong to 
our political ſalvation. The more our adverſaries 
afflict and diſtreſs us with the ſword of war, the 
more we grow in military {kill, ſtrength and all 
manner of accompliſhments and means of defence. 
Gop of his infinite mercy grant that we may grow 
proportionably in the chriltian graces and virtues ! 

brine +, 5 Io 8 DN 283 9 Ne. 5 This 
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(if it is to be underſtood in a 
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This favour grantcd, me ſhould have good reaſon 

to conclude that tho never ſo great an hoſt comes 

unſt our 7 try, it will live through the war 

all riſe ſuperior to the powers that com- 

bine againſt us, and finally triumph over all the 

enemies of our faltation. This we may look for 

and depend upon, unleſs by our iniquities we pro- 
voke the Lox p to turn his hand againſt us. 


In theſe mighty ſtruggles and bloody wars be- 
between proteſtants and proteſtants, chriſtian 
churches and chriſtian churches,* it ſeems that 
the time is near at hand foretold of by St. Peter, 
When Judgment, muſt begin at the houſe of GOD, 
among viſible chriſtians, or profeſſors of the ſame 
chriſtian religion ; and that the devil is come down 
having great wrath, aiming by his inſtruments to 
deſtroy the churches and people (with their privi- 
leges) which the Lord our God hath planted in 
this land. But we hope it will pleaſe Gop t 


. 


diſappoint him and all his. emiſſaries employed 


againſt us, and that we ſhall eſcape as a bid out 
of the ſuare of the fowter. | 

One great „ep hath been taken toward our eſ- 
cape and freedom ;Þ the event of which, we ean- 


not certainly foretell, tho” we have good reaſon 


to think it will be favourable. The ſtep that is 


taken hath the appearance of a literal accompliſh- 


ment of one of thoſe ſcripture propheties which 
eld ſenſe) mult 
Mae ſooner , ill « 
For epiſcopalians and diſſenters ars united in all the leading 
'* principles of chriſtianity, 1 | 
' + 1 Peter iv. 17 v 
+ Viz. a declaration of the independence of the thirteen united 
American States July 4, 1776. 


65 

fooner or later take place. There is a prophetic 
query in Ja. Ixvi. 8.--Shall the earth be made is 
bring forth in one day, or ſhall a nation be born at 
once? If this paſſage. is conſidered in a ſpiritual 
ſenſe, no doubt it hath reference to the ſpeedy, 
happy and extraordinary effects of the plentiful 
effuſion of the Holy Spirit. But is there any 
thing that wakes againſt a more literal fulfilment? 
If not, it is a queſtion whether any thing has 
happened for theſe 1700 years paſt, that doth ſo 
literally and extenſively anſwer this query, as 
when theſe thirteen unired States, by the voice of 
their deputies in Congreſs aſſembled, were led to 
declare themſelves free and independent of the 
juriſdiction of Great-Britain, and of all other 
powers on earth. By this act, we view theſe 
States as under no civil government, laws or au- 
thority but their own ; and if thev continue free 
and united, we may, with good propriety, conſis 
der them in their united capacity as @ nation born 
at onee. 


However, we readily ligiouſly own that 
the eſtabliſument and preſer ion of this new- born 
nation depends intirely upon the good providence 
of God, in whom we hope and truſt for ſupport, 
protection and deliverance out of all our afflictions. 
_ FRoM what hath been ſaid on the ſubject we 
are led to conclude, that the Lok p will appear 
to vindicate the juſt cauſe of his afflited people, 
and ſooner or later, turn his hand their 
oppreſſors. Though for their high crimes and 

Wea” Lidern 


( us ) 


offences againſt him, he may ſuffer the enemies 
ot his people to oppreſs and diſtreſs them to a 


great degree; neverthelcfs, when he fees them 
ſufficiently humbled for their fins, and hears them 
cry unto him for deliverance therefrom, and from 
the oppreſſing hand of their eneniies, he will ariſe 
for their help and come to their reſcue. 80 he 
did for his people in ancient times; when they 
were near utterly laid waſte by their enemies and 
cried unto him.* Then the Lord awaked as one 
ont of fleep, and like a mighty man that ſhouteth 
by reaſon of wine ; he ſinote his enemies in tht 
hinder part; he put them to perpetual reproach. ' 


Hence, it is a vain thing for the powers of 


earth to attempt the downfal or decreaſe of thole 


rſons or people whom the Lord is minded to 
build up and increaſe. The powers of earth may 
unite their forces and take council together, but 
the one ſhall be broken and the other turned into 
fooliſhneſs ; for who is he that ſaith, and it cometh 
to paſs, when the Lord hath not commanded it ö 
We may ſee, in theigrgw@th of the Iſraelites under 
the bondage, afflictions and taſk-maſters of Egypt, 
and in the ſettlement, increaſe and flouriſhing of 
this country, notwithſtanding all the oppoſitions, 
hazards and hardſhips. they had. to encounter, 
how eaſy a thing it is with God to fruſtrate the 
plans and purpoſes formed againſt the people he 
delights to favour. - f 


Therefore, in all diſputes and controverſies with 
our fellow men, it ſhould be our greateſt concern 
. . to 

 * Palm Ixxviii. 65, 66. + Lam, iii. 37. 1 


) 


to have the Lard with us and far us. As e means 
to enjoy this greateſt of favours we ſhould have a 
care, and attend to the following rules, namely, 
That we do not offend him in word or deed; 
either by taking his name in vain, or doing a 
wicked thing.— That we are not aggteſſors in any 
quarrel that we may happen to fall into with men. 
— That our cauſe, relative to the diſpvte, be righ- 
teous and good, and that our hearts are fincere 
and upright with God.— That we repent of our 

alt miſconduct, and at the fame time apply to 
the blood of atonement for pardon and cleanſing; 
and that our behaviour towards God and man 
correſponds with the directions given in the holy 
ſcriptures. Thus conducting ourſelves, 'we have 
no reaſon to, fear but the Lord will be on our 
fide, and plead aur cauſe with thoſe that riſe up 
againſt us. 81:59 


As for the bloody conteſt between Great- 
Britain and theſe united States, it is our opinion, 
upon careful enquiry, that we are not aggreſſors in 
the quarrel. While we wert yet in quiet, and no 
public complaint exhibited x6 diſturb us, our ad- 
verſaries began to conceive miſchief againſt us—to 
» impoſe heavy burdens upon us, and to rob us of 
our ſtzpulated rights; and becauſe we declined 
ſubmiſſion to their afbitrary will in all caſes, they 
attempted, and are ſtil] attempting to rob us of 
our natural rights too. We only prayed for 
peace, fafety and the free enjoyment of the pri- 
vileges included in our natural and ſtipulated rights, 
but could not have them. Can any impartial 

0 D 2 judge, 
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judge, or unprejudiced eye, help ſeelng and detefs' 5 
mining in their own minds that our cauſe is good? © 
Was our public conduct as good as our public 


cauſe, we ſhould have good reaſon to think the 


preſent war would ſoon iſſue in our favour. And,. 


as things ſtand, we do not deſpair, but abound in 
hope. Tho! our fins againſt heaven are many and 
aggravated, yet we have a ſpace and means of res 


pentsnce continued/ to us by the patience and 


goodneſs of that Gop who is gracious and mer- 
eiful ready to pardon and willing to forgive and 
fave his-penitent people, and ſet them free from 
the cruel hands of unprovoked oppreſſors. 


May che ſpirit of grace and ſupplication of re- 


pentance and reformation be poured upon us from 
the ſulneſs of him with whom is the reſidue of 


the ſpirit, to the effectual ſuppreſſion of all impiety 
and profaneneſs againſt God—of injuſtice, extor- 


tion, ſelfiſhneſs and the reſt of the vices; and, may 
righteouſneſs, charity and benevolence, out of a 
pure heart and; faith Unfeigned revive, and exten- 
fively prevall. Sh&uld" this happy change take 
place among vs, we Me well aſſured that upon 
ſeekipg the Lord he would be found of us; we 
might Fall upon him and he would anſwer us 
aprecably to his own direction and gracious pro- 
miſe, call upon me in the day of trouble, T will de- 


liver thee and thou ſhalt glorify me. Our fore- 


fathers often experienced the divine faithfulneſs 
jn this regard ; they cried unto him in their troubles, 
and he” delivered them out of their diſtreſſes. Hh 
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ln this day of trouble and affliction, it becomes 
us to retroſpect the behaviour and laudable exam- 


nn... 
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ple of our pious anceſtors, who, under all their 


oppreſſions, loſſes and hardſhips, held faft their 


integrity maintained their hope in Gop com- 
mitted themſelves and their cauſe to him, and pro- 
eveded on in the way of their duty with patience, 
activity and <hriftian fortitude, not thinking their 
fortunes or lives too dear to part with for the 
honour of Guy; the peaceable enjoyment of civil 
und religious privileges, and tranſmitting the ſame 
toafter generations. They ſuffered, Jaboured, prays 
ed, faſted, fought, and endured hardne/s as good 


foldiers of Jeſus Chriſt. We have entered into 


their labours, and for a long time been reaping the 
fruits of their eminent ſervices and ſufferings ; and, 
ſhall we be ſo baſe, or any of us ſo lightly eſteem 
the rich inheritance and valuable privileges they 
left us as tamely and ſtupidly to give a up 
without trying, and exerting ourighes in every ſul> 
table way to preſerve them ?' k | 
Rather let us imitate Mei noble example in 
times of adverſity; and, like them, the more we 
are afflicted by our adverſaries or chaſtened by the 
hand of Providence, the more Jet us pray, and 


humble ourſelves before Gop, and confeſs our 


ſins, and lament the wickedneſs of the times, and 
implore the mercy of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
reform our manners, and improve the means and 
advantages God hath put into our hands, in the 
beſt manner we poſlibly can, for the ſalvation of 
eur ſouls, and our bodies, our lives, liberties, pro- 


perty 
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perty and country. . Theſe are objects worthy,our 

attention; and, as they are all aſſaulted, either by 
our temporal or ſpiritual enemies, we are in dut 

bound to apply ourfelves, with all the {kill = 

reſolution we, haye, to defend and ſave them. 

This let us do, relying on the power and grace of 

Him, whoſe 1s the greatneſs, and the majeſty, and 

the glory, and the victory, tor aſſiſtance and ſucceſs, 


Let us upon this day, in a grateful, decent, and 

virtuous manner, recognize the goodneſs of GOD 

to our fore-fathers through all F B65 trials and af- 

Nictionc, and take courage therefrom, to hope in 

the power and mercy. of the ſame Gop, whoſe 

Band it not ſhortned. that # cannot ſave. Let us 

not enquire, as miſers do, who will ſhew us carthly 

good, or, how ſhall we make the greateſt and beſt 

worldly advantage by. the miſeries and diſtreſſes 

of the preſent times? But, how ſhall we do moſt 

: for the honour of the glorious Gop—the ſalvation 

of our 1 the good of our fellow - men? 

/ To promote theſe great and worthy ends, let us 

chearfully and religiouſly; devote our abilities, for- 

runes and lives, and be followers of them (our pious 

fore-fathers and other good chriſtians) who thro' 

Faith and patience, and much tribulation, have 
entered into the kingdom of heaven. 


* 


To cloſe with a few words. 


May this ancient and reſpectable Town, and 
the flock of our Lord Feſus Chriſt in it, and the 
reſt of the churches he hath planted in this land 
be always fa voured with his gracious preſence and 

protection 


5 . increaſed with all the increaſes of 
80d, and the gates of hell never be ſuffered to 
prevail againſt them. May the wiſdom that comes 
from above, and it profitable to direct, be ever im- 
parted to the general Congreſs of the united States 
/ America, and to all the lawful Aſſemblies, 
Courts and Conventions of thoſe States. May. 
the God of armes, by his gracious and favourable 

, preſence, be with our military forces with our 

- worthy general in chief—with the other generals, 
the officers and ſoldiers, inſpiring them with mili- 
tary {kill and courage, and giving them good ſuc- 
ceſs ; that ſo out enemies 'may fly before them, 
and be compelled to depart from our country. 
May wars ceaſe to the ends of the earth, and the 


* 


goſpel of the grace of God, with _ ſucceſs," 


ſpread and extendas far, May religion, pure and 
undefiled, revive and flouriſh thr t this land ; 
and we ourſelves, together yithy the reſt of the 
inhabitants, with one 21 oul, chooſe 


the LoxD Jexovan for 6ur Judge, our Lawgiver, 
King and Saviour! and, let all the people fay, 
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